The study of fossil crustaceans has become more active during recent years, including contributions from countries where this kind of fossils were practically unknown. New techniques to study the detailed morphological features have also been developed by some researchers. Systematic paleontology is the foundation to understand the evolution, phylogeny and paleoecology of many crustacean groups. Report of new species is not only important to know the paleodiversity of certain group, it can also contribute to know the biostratigraphic and paleobiogeographic range of higher taxa that were previously thought to be distributed in restricted regions. Style of preservation may affect the shape and features of fossil species, and the complete knowledge of the morphology trough systematic description may be an important tool to recognize and differentiate new species.
Several new taxa are described, as well as new occurrences of previously known species, from primitive to advanced brachyurans. Part of the diverse and representative fossil record of decapods from Italy is presented, as well as crustaceans from important localities from Spain, France and Germany. We hope this volume will be useful and interesting to specialists and a wider audience, looking for more contributions to come, which will help in our understanding and knowledge of the crustacean evolution.
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